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After 27 years with Nisqually Red Wind Casino, Jillian
McCloud has been promoted from Assistant General
Manager to General Manager. Jill’s career spans nearly
every aspect of the casino — from selling pull tabs and
dealing table games to leading as Pit Manager, Shift
Manager, and Assistant General Manager.

With decades of hands-on experience, Jill is eager to
continue driving innovation and enhancing the guest
experience. “We work in a competitive market, so we
constantly challenge ourselves to stay current with new
and exciting games that keep our guests coming back,”
she shared.

Favorite Hobby: Traveling and collecting passport
stamps.
Family: Proud mom of a 23-year-old son and 10-year-old
daughter.
Guilty Pleasure: Maoli’s country reggae albums.
Fun Fact: Loves music and traveling with her family to
see favorite bands perform.

Congratulations, Jill, on this well-deserved
promotion!

Nisqually Tribal Member, Jillian McCloud,
Red Wind Casino’s New General Manager
By Laura Myers, MCEC Media and Communications Manager

Gift making sessions for the 2026 Canoe Journey are underway and all tribal
members, employees and community member volunteers are welcome to assist.
Sessions occur during the day and after work. To see a full schedule, go to page 3.

Canoe Journey Gift Making
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How to Contact Us
Tribal Center 360-456-5221
Health Clinic 360-459-5312
Law Enforcement 360-413-3019
Youth Center 360-455-5213
Natural Resources 360-438-8687

Nisqually Tribal News
4820 She-Nah-Num Dr. SE
Olympia, WA 98513
360-456-5221

Leslee Youckton
youckton.leslee@nisqually-nsn.gov
ext. 1252

The deadline for the newsletter is
the second Monday of every month.

Nisqually Tribal Council
Chair, Ken Choke
Vice Chair, Cheebo Frazier
Secretary, Jackie Whittington
Treasurer, Norine Wells
5th  Council, Chris Olin
6th  Council, Guido Levy Jr.
7th  Council, Leighanna Scott

Where to Find Information:
Squalli Absch Newsletter
       - Mailed, on website
Street Buzz
       - Mailout, on She Nah Num
Facebook and website
Nisqually Indian Tribe Facebook
       - geared toward educating the public
She Nah Num
       - Private Facebook page
Website - www.nisqually-nsn.gov
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Nisqually Tribal Office
Holiday Closures

Monday, February 16, 2026
Presidents Day

Friday March 6, 2026
Billy Frank Jr. Day

2026 Canoe Journey Logo
We would like to thank everyone that submitted their logo and
idea for the Paddle to Nisqually Medicine Creek Potlatch.  This is
the winning logo, congratulations to Annatehya Garcia. I would
also like to thank the Nisqually language department for adding
the translation.
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Canoe Journey Task Force
Planners
Betty Pacheco, Canoe Journey Planner
pacheco.betty@nisqually-nsn.gov
Sommer Sanchez, Canoe Journey Planner
sanchez.sommer@nisqually-nsn.gov
Hayley Faleagafulu, Administrative Assistant
faleagafulu.hayley@nisqually-nsn.gov
CanoeJourney2026@nisqually-nsn.gov

mailto:pacheco.betty@nisqually-nsn.gov
mailto:Sanchez.sommer@nisqually-nsn.gov
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Leschi Statue Gift
By Debbie Preston, Nisqually Indian Tribe Media and Communications Director

The Leschi descendants gifted the Nisqually Tribe a bust of Chief
Leschi created by artist Christopher Gerber who has worked at the
Nisqually Youth Center with Kyle Sanchez on a number of projects.
The sculpture took nearly two years to come to fruition with the goal
of other copies to be created for the markers involving Leschi
around the area.

The celebration, on Leschi's birthday, was held at the Nisqually
Spirit House. The event was well attended and included a cake with
one of the drawings of Leschi on it that can be found on the wall at
the Nisqually Youth Center.

The bronze sculpture of Leschi.Chief Leschi descendant, Larry
Seaburg, who helped lead the two-year effort to commission the
project, prepares to thank those who helped make the project a
reality. Hanford McCloud sings while wearing a medallion of
Leschi. Cynthia Iyall and artist Christopher Gerber listen to former
Washington Chief Justice Gerry Alexander talk about the
Historical Court of Inquiry that exonerated Chief Leschi of murder.
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The Nisqually Building Department would like to share a few important reminders and helpful resources for the
community. During regular hours, staff are available to provide carpentry, plumbing, and electrical services,

and assist with permits, inspections, applications, and general questions.

For urgent issues that occur outside of normal business hours, the
Building Department offers an After-Hours Emergency Hotline so that
help is always available to you. This service is intended for emergency
situations only and is available when the department is closed. If you
experience an urgent problem after hours, please call 360-529-1579 for
assistance.

The Building Department also administers several important programs,
including the Disabled Elderly Emergency Services Program (DEESP)
and the Beautification Program. Applications for these programs may be
picked up in person at the Facilities and Transportation Building,
located on the second floor in the Building Department. For added
convenience, applications can also be downloaded from the Building
Department website, which includes additional resources such as Work

Order FAQs, as well as information regarding permits and inspections.

If you have questions about these programs or any other services provided by the Nisqually Building
Department, please contact Jessie at 360-456-5221, extension 1322. We are happy to assist and support the
tribal community.

Nisqually Building Department Updates &
Important Reminders

As part of after school activities at the Nisqually Youth Center, students painted on canvases along with
Youth Coordinator, Jade Ikebe.

After School Youth Activities Happening!
By Aztec Sovereign, Nisqually Indian Tribe Media and Communications
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We are thrilled to celebrate Felisa Castillo’s
graduation from the Strengthening Tribal Education
Program (STEP) at Nisqually Red Wind Casino!

For over three years, Felisa dedicated herself to the
STEP program as a Slot Attendant Apprentice,
learning the ins and outs of Slot Attendant, Lead Slot
Attendant, and Slot Station Supervisor roles. The
STEP program is designed to train Nisqually tribal
members to become leaders in their casino, and
Felisa has truly embodied that mission.

We are pleased to announce that Felisa has
accepted a Lead Slot Attendant position at Nisqually
Red Wind Casino!

Over the years, we’ve watched Felisa blossom as a
leader—gaining confidence and developing into the
strong leader she is today. We cannot wait to see
how far she will grow and advance in her career
here at the casino.

Felisa, keep up the amazing work and never lose
that beautiful smile. Congratulations! All that hard
work is paying off.

Tia Lozeau, on behalf of the STEP Board

#NisquallyRedWindCasino #STEPProgram
#TribalLeadership #Congratulations #ProudMoment
#Leadership #CareerGrowth

Congratulations, Felisa Castillo!
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Winter is thawing and sunlight grows longer each day, time for spring cleaning! Not only for the house but
internet browsers too. Over time, browsers save memory of all websites visited in a cache folder (pronounced
‘cash’). The information saved will allow the webpage to load faster each time you visit but as the cache

folder fills up, browser speed decreases. There is also a chance that old information
is displayed on a website since it is drawn from the cache memory.

So what is the solution? The simple trick is to clear the cache folder like a memory
wipe pen in the film, Men in Black. This can be done on both desktop and mobile
browsers:
Desktop
  In most browsers, there will be three dots or lines that can be selected to the
right of the url bar where browser settings can be accessed.
  Look for an option that says, ‘Delete Browsing Data’ – this may be found within

‘History’.
  Different options will appear for data type to be removed and how far back in time.
  Default options work fine, the further back in time, the more data will be removed.

Mobile
  Varies between app and device.
  Chrome browser is accessed by selecting the three dots and ‘Delete Browsing Data’
  Safari is accessed through App settings, scroll down and select ‘Clear History and Website Data’

Should cache be cleared every day? Not necessarily, cache helps website speed by preventing page
contents needing to be downloaded each visit. Clearing internet history may also log out of accounts,
requiring sign in when opening the site again. This task can be performed occasionally or when a website is
believed to be showing old content.

Clear out those digital cobwebs and enjoy better browsing!

Disclaimer: Nisqually Indian Tribe does not endorse, promote, review, or warrant the accuracy of the
services, products or links provided.

Cache Me If You Can
Tips from the IT-WebDev Department
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Nisqually Public Safety is starting 2025 with a continued
focus on improvement and investment in the officers who
serve the Nisqually Community.

On January 4, Fish and Wildlife Officers Masun Slape and
Trey Birdtail reported to FLETC Glynco, Georgia, to begin
the three-week Marine Law Enforcement Training Program.
The remaining two Fish and Wildlife Officers have been
accepted into the March 2026 class. Upon completion, the
Nisqually Fish and Wildlife Division will be among the most
highly trained Marine Law Enforcement divisions in all of
Indian Country and will lead the way in setting professional
standards and expectations nationwide.

On January 7, Corrections Officer Wyatt Payne graduated
from the United States Indian Police Academy’s Indian
Country Corrections Officer Training Program. Please join
us in congratulating Officer Payne on his dedication and
successful completion of this intensive six-week program.

On January 12, the Nisqually Corrections Division began
all-staff training in Tactical Medicine (TacMed). TacMed
provides practical, no-nonsense training designed to
prepare first responders to operate effectively under
pressure during emergent, life-saving situations. This
course was instructed by the Western Regional
Counterdrug Training Center through a newly developed
partnership that began in 2025.

The Police Department is currently completing its initial
round of firearms qualification at the Lakewood Police
Department. We are also preparing to conduct extended
Patrol Tactics in-service training for all Patrol and
Community Services Officers to meet Washington CJTC
requirements.

Additionally, please be on the lookout for an open invitation
to participate in “Coffee with a Cop,” as all necessary items
to host the event have now been received.

Please join me in extending our sincere gratitude to all
uniformed officers and professional staff of Nisqually Public
Safety for their continued dedication and outstanding
service to the community. I look forward to sharing the
continued growth and improvements across all Public
Safety Services as we work together to better serve the
Nisqually Tribe and the Nisqually Community.

Mvto,
Chief Jasper Bruner

IPA ICCTOP- Class 152: Officer Wyatt Payne
second row (under the S)

Corrections Division- Tac Med Class

Corrections Division- Tac Med Class

Nisqually Public Safety Update
By Chief Jasper Bruner
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We just turned the final page on "Night of the
Living Rez" by Morgan Talty! Our group had a
wonderful time diving into these powerful,
heartfelt stories about family and resilience.

Now, we’re getting a little spooky! We’ve just
started "Never Whistle at Night," a collection of
Indigenous dark fiction and ghostly tales. We’re
ready for some spine-tingling legends and great
conversation. Always remember: don’t whistle
after dark!

Interested in joining? If you are an elder in the
community and would like to join the circle,
please reach out to Quanah Sanchez at Elders or
Kiki Kalama at the Library for more details. We’d
love to have you!

Elders’ Book Club News
By Kiki Kalama

Missing some group members
Pictured: Diana Moreno, Donna Azure, Melanie Stafford &
Carmen Kalama. Not Pictured: Juanita Banuelos, Sandra Kalama
and Dorian Sanchez.

MOST IMPROVED WINNERS RECEIVE PRIZES!
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Transit available
6:00 a.m. to 6 :00 p.m.

Open to all tribal, community
and tribal employees. We offer
rides from 6:15 a.m. to last off

rez ride at 5:00 p.m.
Contact Cecile Hemphill,

Motor Pool Coordinator/Dispatch

At 360-456-5236
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Announcements

Tribal Estate Planning Services provided by Emily
Penoyar-Rambo

Services offered:
� Last will and testament
� Durable power of attorney
� Healthcare directive
� Tangible personal property bequest
� Funeral/burial instructions

Appointments will be set up for the first and third Thursday
of each month. Available appointment times are 8:30 a.m.,
9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.

Please call Lori Lehman at 360-456-5221 to set up an
appointment.

Tribal Estate and Will Planning

January 3, Happy Birthday Chance, Love the McDonald Family
January 6, Happy Birthday Nano, Love the McDonald Family
January 6, Happy Birthday Homie, Smooches Marie
January 7, Happy Birthday Stacy, Smooches Marie
January 15, Happy Birthday Uncle, Love the McDonald Family
January 16, Happy Birthday Azeem, Love the McDonald Family
January 19, Happy Birthday Izzy, Love the McDonald Family

February 1, Happy Birthday Cooper, Love the McDonald Family
February 4, Happy Birthday Auntie, Love the McDonald Family
February 9, Happy Birthday Janae, Love the McDonald Family
February 13, Happy Birthday Chase, Love the McDonald Family
February 15, Happy Birthday Kiki, Love McDonald Family
February 20, Happy Birthday lil Rodney, Love Papa, Grandma,
Mom, Auntie Jasmine, Auntie Samira and Sissy

February 12, Happy Anniversary to my #1,
Love you more
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