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Nisqually Tribal Member, Jillian McCloud,
Red Wind Casino’s New General Manager

By Laura Myers, MCEC Media and Communications Manager

After 27 years with Nisqually Red Wind Casino, Jillian
McCloud has been promoted from Assistant General
Manager to General Manager. Jill's career spans nearly
every aspect of the casino — from selling pull tabs and
dealing table games to leading as Pit Manager, Shift
Manager, and Assistant General Manager.

With decades of hands-on experience, Jill is eager to
continue driving innovation and enhancing the guest
experience. “We work in a competitive market, so we
constantly challenge ourselves to stay current with new
and exciting games that keep our guests coming back,”
she shared.

Favorite Hobby: Traveling and collecting passport
stamps.

Family: Proud mom of a 23-year-old son and 10-year-old
daughter.

Guilty Pleasure: Maoli’s country reggae albums.

Fun Fact: Loves music and traveling with her family to
see favorite bands perform.

Congratulations, Jill, on this well-deserved
promotion!

Canoe Journey Giftt Making

Gift making sessions for the 2026 Canoe Journey are underway and all tribal
g members, employees and community member volunteers are welcome to assist.
“Z5% Sessions occur during the day and after work. To see a full schedule, go to page 3.
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2026 Canoe Journey Logo

We would like to thank everyone that submitted their logo and

idea for the Paddle to Nisqually Medicine Creek Potlatch. This is

the winning logo, congratulations to Annatehya Garcia. | would
also like to thank the Nisqually language department for adding
the translation.
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Nisqually Tribal Office
Holiday Closures

Please marke them on your calendars!

Monday, February 16. 2026
Presidents Day

Friday March 6. 2026
Billy Frank Jr. Day
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How to Contact Us

Tribal Center 360-456-5221
Health Clinic 360-459-5312

Law Enforcement 360-413-3019
Youth Center 360-455-5213
Natural Resources 360-438-8687

Nisqually Tribal News

4820 She-Nah-Num Dr. SE
Olympia, WA 98513
360-456-5221

Leslee Youckton
youckton.leslee@nisqually-nsn.gov
ext. 1252

The deadline for the newsletter is
the second Monday of every month.

Nisqually Tribal Council
Chair, Ken Choke

Vice Chair, Cheebo Frazier
Secretary, Jackie Whittington
Treasurer, Norine Wells

5t Council, Chris Olin

6t Council, Guido Levy Jr.
7t Council, Leighanna Scott

Where to Find Information:
Squalli Absch Newsletter

- Mailed, on website
Street Buzz

- Mailout, on She Nah Num
Facebook and website
Nisqually Indian Tribe Facebook

- geared toward educating the public
She Nah Num

- Private Facebook page
Website - www.nisqually-nsn.gov
|
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CANOE JOURNEY
GIF T MAKING
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@ THE BILLY FRANK JR. GYM

MONDAY ’0am—3pm §P””_‘7Pﬂ
TUESDAY a3 & Sporden VL
WEDNESDAY (a3 & Spmlom © T 3

THURSDAY IOam-gpm & _L_me—6Pm Song & Dance @ Youth Center
MAY Epm-6pm Drum Circle @ Youth Center

A” S'ILG'FE 7Lr iba’ members, COH’IMUVIH’ members, ﬂﬂd VOIMVI'ILQQY’S are

welcome fo he/fa make 9fﬁs for rsoluaﬂy Canoe Journey 2076.

PLEASE SIGN IN AS YOU ARRIVE.
QUESTIONS? CONTACT THE CULTURE PROGRAM STAFF.
THANKS!
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Canoe Journey Task Force o

Ad %>
Planners ¥ y %
Betty Pacheco, Canoe Journey Planner ?%“ ; 2
pacheco.betty@nisqually-nsn.gov - t_‘m

Sommer Sanchez, Canoe Journey Planner
sanchez.sommer@nisqually-nsn.gov

Hayley Faleagafulu, Administrative Assistant

faleagafulu.hayley@nisqually-nsn.gov

CanoeJourney2026@nisqually-nsn.gov
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TASK FORCE

Tasks & Projects

Lead Members

Cultural Protocol

Elders and
Veterans
Services

Emergencies and
Security

Food and
Beverage

Green Team

Health and
Medical

Information
Services

Landing
Taskforce

Site and
Infrastructure
Supplies and
Giveaways
Transportation
and Parking
Vendor and
Fundraising

Volunteer
Taskforce
Youth and
Community
Engagement

Song, dance, regalia making, canoe and
language etiquette

Setting up elders tent, elders activities, honor the
veterans, secure seating and transportation, gift
making.

Maintain secure landing, camp and protocol.
Ensure the safety for the participants.

Making breakfast and dinner. Flanning meals for
the week.

In charge of the first aid tents, traditional healing.

Setting up the canoe joumey website, making
sure wifi services are in place, working on canoe
family registration, vendor and volunteer
registrations.

Setting up landing site — July 31, 2026.

Setting up camp site area, protocol tent, secunity,
first aid, vendor tents. Landing site setup.
Making gifts for canoe journey giveaway.

Setting up fransportation from campsite to
protocol, landing, setting up parking area
Woarking on the vendor application and setting up
Zelle and QF. code for donations for canoe
jourmney.

Woarking on getting volunteers for canoe jourmney

Working on youth activities during protocol.
Working with education department, traditional
healing, youth center, and language department.
A calender of events from July 1 -4, 2026.

Chay Squally
Julie Palm and
Shannon lyall
Gamy Hicks

CJ Young and
Leighanna Scott

TBD

Mary Szafranski and
Halene Benally

Hannah Whidden
and Randell Harris
Hanford McCloud
and Jeff Choke
Chay Squally
Joyce McCloud
Billy Henry

Micole Sims and
Leighanna Scott

Matosha Rosado

Kevin Moore
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Leschi Statue Gift

By Debbie Preston, Nisqually Indian Tribe Media and Communications Director

The Leschi descendants gifted the Nisqually Tribe a bust of Chief
Leschi created by artist Christopher Gerber who has worked at the
Nisqually Youth Center with Kyle Sanchez on a number of projects.
The sculpture took nearly two years to come to fruition with the goal
of other copies to be created for the markers involving Leschi
around the area.

The celebration, on Leschi's birthday, was held at the Nisqually
Spirit House. The event was well attended and included a cake with
one of the drawings of Leschi on it that can be found on the wall at
the Nisqually Youth Center.

The bronze sculpture of Leschi.Chief Leschi descendant, Larry
Seaburg, who helped lead the two-year effort to commission the
project, prepares to thank those who helped make the project a
reality. Hanford McCloud sings while wearing a medallion of
Leschi. Cynthia lyall and artist Christopher Gerber listen to former
Washington Chief Justice Gerry Alexander talk about the
Historical Court of Inquiry that exonerated Chief Leschi of murder.
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r School Youth Activities Happening!

By Aztec Sovereign, Nisqually Indian Tribe Media and Communications

As part of after school activities at the Nisqually Youth Center, students painted on canvases along with
Youth Coordinator, Jade lkebe.

Nisqually Building Department Updates &
Important Reminders

The Nisqually Building Department would like to share a few important reminders and helpful resources for the
community. During regular hours, staff are available to provide carpentry, plumbing, and electrical services,
and assist with permits, inspections, applications, and general questions.

For urgent issues that occur outside of normal business hours, the
Building Department offers an After-Hours Emergency Hotline so that

BUILDING help is always available to you. This service is intended for emergency
DEPARTMENT situations only and is available when the department is closed. If you
experience an urgent problem after hours, please call 360-529-1579 for
assistance.

AFTER-HOURS
EMERGEMNCY
HOTLINE

The Building Department also administers several important programs,
including the Disabled Elderly Emergency Services Program (DEESP)
and the Beautification Program. Applications for these programs may be
picked up in person at the Facilities and Transportation Building,
located on the second floor in the Building Department. For added
convenience, applications can also be downloaded from the Building
Department website, which includes additional resources such as Work

Order FAQs, as well as information regarding permits and inspections.

1(360) 529-1579

EMERGENCY
REPAIRS

If you have questions about these programs or any other services provided by the Nisqually Building
Department, please contact Jessie at 360-456-5221, extension 1322. We are happy to assist and support the
tribal community.
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Congratulations, Felisa Castillo!

We are thrilled to celebrate Felisa Castillo’s
graduation from the Strengthening Tribal Education
Program (STEP) at Nisqually Red Wind Casino!

For over three years, Felisa dedicated herself to the
STEP program as a Slot Attendant Apprentice,
learning the ins and outs of Slot Attendant, Lead Slot
Attendant, and Slot Station Supervisor roles. The
STEP program is designed to train Nisqually tribal
members to become leaders in their casino, and
Felisa has truly embodied that mission.

We are pleased to announce that Felisa has
accepted a Lead Slot Attendant position at Nisqually
Red Wind Casino!

Over the years, we’ve watched Felisa blossom as a
leader—gaining confidence and developing into the
strong leader she is today. We cannot wait to see
how far she will grow and advance in her career
here at the casino.

Felisa, keep up the amazing work and never lose
that beautiful smile. Congratulations! All that hard
work is paying off.

Tia Lozeau, on behalf of the STEP Board
#NisquallyRedWindCasino #STEPProgram

#TribalLeadership #Congratulations #ProudMoment
#Leadership #CareerGrowth
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Cache Me If You Can

Tips from the IT-WebDev Department

Winter is thawing and sunlight grows longer each day, time for spring cleaning! Not only for the house but
internet browsers too. Over time, browsers save memory of all websites visited in a cache folder (pronounced
‘cash’). The information saved will allow the webpage to load faster each time you visit but as the cache
folder fills up, browser speed decreases. There is also a chance that old information
is displayed on a website since it is drawn from the cache memory.

So what is the solution? The simple trick is to clear the cache folder like a memory
wipe pen in the film, Men in Black. This can be done on both desktop and mobile
browsers:
Desktop

In most browsers, there will be three dots or lines that can be selected to the
right of the url bar where browser settings can be accessed.

Look for an option that says, ‘Delete Browsing Data’ — this may be found within

‘History’.
Different options will appear for data type to be removed and how far back in time.
Default options work fine, the further back in time, the more data will be removed.
Mobile
Varies between app and device.
Chrome browser is accessed by selecting the three dots and ‘Delete Browsing Data’
Safari is accessed through App settings, scroll down and select ‘Clear History and Website Data’

Should cache be cleared every day? Not necessarily, cache helps website speed by preventing page
contents needing to be downloaded each visit. Clearing internet history may also log out of accounts,
requiring sign in when opening the site again. This task can be performed occasionally or when a website is
believed to be showing old content.

Clear out those digital cobwebs and enjoy better browsing!

Disclaimer: Nisqually Indian Tribe does not endorse, promote, review, or warrant the accuracy of the
services, products or links provided.
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Nisqually Public Safety Update

By Chief Jasper Bruner

Nisqually Public Safety is starting 2025 with a continued
focus on improvement and investment in the officers who
serve the Nisqually Community.

On January 4, Fish and Wildlife Officers Masun Slape and
Trey Birdtail reported to FLETC Glynco, Georgia, to begin
the three-week Marine Law Enforcement Training Program.
The remaining two Fish and Wildlife Officers have been
accepted into the March 2026 class. Upon completion, the
Nisqually Fish and Wildlife Division will be among the most
highly trained Marine Law Enforcement divisions in all of
Indian Country and will lead the way in setting professional
standards and expectations nationwide.

On January 7, Corrections Officer Wyatt Payne graduated
from the United States Indian Police Academy’s Indian
Country Corrections Officer Training Program. Please join
us in congratulating Officer Payne on his dedication and
successful completion of this intensive six-week program.

On January 12, the Nisqually Corrections Division began
all-staff training in Tactical Medicine (TacMed). TacMed
provides practical, no-nonsense training designed to
prepare first responders to operate effectively under
pressure during emergent, life-saving situations. This
course was instructed by the Western Regional
Counterdrug Training Center through a newly developed
partnership that began in 2025.

The Police Department is currently completing its initial
round of firearms qualification at the Lakewood Police
Department. We are also preparing to conduct extended
Patrol Tactics in-service training for all Patrol and
Community Services Officers to meet Washington CJTC
requirements.

Additionally, please be on the lookout for an open invitation
to participate in “Coffee with a Cop,” as all necessary items
to host the event have now been received.

Please join me in extending our sincere gratitude to all
uniformed officers and professional staff of Nisqually Public
Safety for their continued dedication and outstanding
service to the community. | look forward to sharing the
continued growth and improvements across all Public
Safety Services as we work together to better serve the
Nisqually Tribe and the Nisqually Community.

Mvto,
Chief Jasper Bruner

UNITES BTATES INBIAN FOLISE ACABENY

USIPA

GFFICE OF JUSTICE SERVICES

IPA ICCTOP- Class 152: Officer Wyatt Payne
second row (under the S)

Corrections Division- Tac Med Claés
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Nisqually
Education Depariment

After School

Homework
Program

BEGINNING IN MARCH

MONDAY-THURSDAY
3:00-4:30PM
EDUCATION BUILDING

v/ HOMEWORK ASSISTANCE
+/ TUTORING SUPPORT

+/ ONE-ON-ONE & SMALL GROUP HELP
+/ SAFE, SUPPORTIVE LEARNING SPACE

Starts Monday, March 2nd!

Applications are available at the
Education Building.

STUDENTS MUST SIGN UP AND s
SUBMIT AN APPLICATION BEFORE ATTENDING.p®

Questions?

Contact Youth Ed. Counselors

Hannah Ogilvie 360-456-5221 x.1369
Keisha McDonald 360-456-5221 x.2206
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Elders’ Book Club News

By Kiki Kalama

We just turned the final page on "Night of the
Living Rez" by Morgan Talty! Our group had a
wonderful time diving into these powerful,
heartfelt stories about family and resilience.

Now, we're getting a little spooky! We’ve just
started "Never Whistle at Night," a collection of
Indigenous dark fiction and ghostly tales. We’re
ready for some spine-tingling legends and great
conversation. Always remember: don’t whistle
after dark!

Interested in joining? If you are an elder in the
community and would like to join the circle,
please reach out to Quanah Sanchez at Elders o
Kiki Kalama at the Library for more details. We'd
love to have you!

Missing some group members
Pictured: Diana Moreno, Donna Azure, Melanie Stafford &
Carmen Kalama. Not Pictured: Juanita Banuelos, Sandra Kalama
and Dorian Sanchez.

N\
Z/\ NISQUALLY HEALTH AND FITNESS

2026 FITNESS CHALLENGE

Join our 2026 Fitness Challenge!
Embark on a journey to transform your body and improwve
your health. Whether you're a beginner or a fitness
enthusiast, this challenge is perfect! Mo appointment needed!

\
\

2220

STARTING WEIGH INS WEEK: JANUARAY
FINAL WEIGH INS WEEK: JUNE 15-19TH

MOST IMPROVED WINNERS RECEIVE PRIZES!

HealthFitness@nisqually-nsn.gov
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Nisgually Indian
Tribal Housing

2205 Lashi 5t SE

Rental Assistance,
Rehabilitations
Modernization & HAP/NEAP

All 2026 Housing Programs will

begin accepting applications

January 20!

We will not accept applications kefore the opening date, all 2026 applications
turned in must have the new policy page that is signed acknowledging you
have read and understanding the new palicy for the new fiscal year! Rental
and Aehab programs are income based and administered cn a first come, first
served basis. HAP & MEAF are for Misqually Members OMLY! &l 2026
applicaticns will be availzble online as well on the Mizgually Page on [anuary

¥
20, 2026

BRBehab & Mod

Rehabh & Mod These programs are inccme based
and categarized as follows
MWITH cffers finamnoizl assistance for
interior and exterar home repairs for Under 80% Arez Median Income -
homeowners that are not under NITH 20K
(EGELEIE]
Creer BO% Area Median Income -
S 10

——— ' HA P & NEATF
pﬁytxﬂhﬂ““

Be n ka1 MITH -zf"ﬁ" Cown Payment and

Cho=ang Cost. Buy Downs, Home

Assistance iR

MITH offers financial assistance to . :
prevent homelessness We can cover 530K Once Per lifetime

move-in costs, deposits, fees and
back-owed rent up to 55k Misqually Members OMLY

Volume 16, Issue 2 February 2026
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ENTERPRISE CORPORATION

MCEC Information Meeting

Please join us for the MCEC Informational
Meeting, where we will share updates on current
initiatives and future plans.

Thursday
12th February 2026

@ Start At

5:30PM - Dinner Provided

f_?l Nisqually Youth Center
1937 Lashi St SE, Olympia, WA 98513

For questions or more information please contact rhartzog@mc-ec.org

RED CROSS
BASIC LIFE
SUPPORT (BLS)

FEBRUARY 12™ 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM AT NTHWC

Learn Life-Saving Skills That
Make a Difference.
WHAT YOU WILL LEARN:

0 Learn high-level CPR

0 How to use an AED

0 How to administer EPI pen

Be prepared for emergencies with
hands-on first aid training led by
certified instructors.

Training includes a half-hour lunch
break. Chili, soup, and other goodies
will be provided.

Open to Tribal Members and
Employees.

To Register, Contact : ——

mary.szafranski@nisquallyhealth.org

Help us Celebrate
February as
Parent
Recognition
Month

Nominate

TODAY!

—= i )
PARENTING
Recog nition Parenting promotes and

supports the physical, emotional,
social, cultural, and cognitive
development of a child from
infancy to adulthood.

Month

Please take a moment to
nominate a Nisqually parent,
caregiver, guardian, or foster
parent for special recognition
and appreciation for their
dedication and hard work raising
a child. We will honor 5 individuals
at the Pulling Together for
Success event.

Children and Family Services,
Workforce Development,
Daycare, Head Start, and Youth
Services wish to honor 5
individuals in the Nisqually
Tribal Community.

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS
Date: February 18, 2026

Time: 5:00-7:30pm
Location: Nisqually Youth & Community Center

More Information:
(360) 413-3015

Please Note: Mominations do not guarantee selection to be honored.

Please submit nominations to:
ncfs@nisqually-nsn.gov or drop-off at NCFS Office

by February 6, 2025 q

RELAY FOR LIFE
VALENTINES
BAKE SALE

, FRI, FEB 13TH
V10 AM - 2PM

(OR UNTIL SOLD OUT)

ADMIN BUILDING LOBBY
PAY BY DONATION - VIA CASH OR QR CODE

NP AVATOV M AVAVOV AV,

SWEET TREATS FOR A SWEET CAUSE
All proceeds will go to the Squalli-Absch ==

Relay for Life Team to fight cancer and %
raise awareness in our community =

INFO: (360)413-2731

American
Cancer
Society
.‘.'T-'_‘_.
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Traditional

ek

Healing

* MASSAGE THERAPISTS:

13

+ Andrea, Monday - Friday
(Wednesday's and Friday's % day)

L g

16 gorrg 17 18 3| 19
We're CLOSED

* Marquelle, Monday - Thursday
20 (Wednesday's 2 Day)

= Karen S., Wednesday - Friday,

PRESIDENT'S *
DAY

L

every other week

Y SPIRITUAL FACILITATION:

23 24 25 26

T

27 + Marcianne & Karen L., Monday - Friday,
every other week

vk SPIRITUAL MEDIUM READING:

L J

+ Nikki, every other Wednesday

TO SCHEDULE PLEASE CALL (360) 459-5312

- s

tixixtubut. 'Take care of vourself'

p /\& South Puget Intertribal Planning Agency

February
Diaper Distribution

Nisqually Tribe

02/11/26
At the SPIPA Warehouse
_— 10:00am-1:00pm

Pull-ups | Diapers | Wipes | More

4

Need diapers? You may qualify! Households on or near
Tribal lands and enrolled in programs like WIC, SNAP,
or TANF may be eligible.

Call SPIPA at 360.426.3990

Nisqually WIC

WIC provides healthy foods &
nutrition information for you
and your child up to age 5.

For appointments
and questions, contact:
Debbie Gardipee
360.463.4439
Email: dgardipee@spipa.org

SPIPA main number: 360.426.3990

Next WIC date:
Tuesday, February 10th

SPIPA IPC, phone appts. P o= %

We will offer both phone and in B sl  woMEN, INFANTS
person appointments. L l “# & CHILDREN
Date subject to change. 4

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
Washington WIC doesn't discriminate.

Women, Infants, and Children

* HERBAL CONSULTS:
« COMING SOON

South Puget Intertribal Planning Agency

USDA Foods Program
February Delivery Date

Nisqually Tribe
02/11/26

At the SPIPA Warehouse
10:00am-1:00pm

NOTE: Please stick to the monthly schedule for the USDA Commodity Food Program. Food distribution staff
have other duties that they are responsible for on the days they are not issuing commodities.
If you're unable to make the date, please call and schedule an appointment with appropriate staff.
For USDA Food, call SPIPA at 360.426.3990

This institution is an equal appartunity provider.
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Announcements

January 3, Happy Birthday Chance, Love the McDonald Family
January 6, Happy Birthday Nano, Love the McDonald Family
January 6, Happy Birthday Homie, Smooches Marie

January 7, Happy Birthday Stacy, Smooches Marie

January 15, Happy Birthday Uncle, Love the McDonald Family
January 16, Happy Birthday Azeem, Love the McDonald Family
January 19, Happy Birthday Izzy, Love the McDonald Family

February 1, Happy Birthday Cooper, Love the McDonald Family
February 4, Happy Birthday Auntie, Love the McDonald Family
February 9, Happy Birthday Janae, Love the McDonald Family
February 13, Happy Birthday Chase, Love the McDonald Family
February 15, Happy Birthday Kiki, Love McDonald Family
February 20, Happy Birthday lil Rodney, Love Papa, Grandma,
Mom, Auntie Jasmine, Auntie Samira and Sissy

February 12, Happy Anniversary to my #1,
Love you more

Tribal Estate and Will Planning

Tribal Estate Planning Services provided by Emily
Penoyar-Rambo

FREE Rides

Services offered: Monday through Friday
* Last will and testament . .
* Durable power of attorney Transit available
* Healthcare directive 6:00 a.m. to 6 :00 p.m.
* Tangible personal property bequest Open to all tribal, community

* Funeral/burial instructions and tribal employees. We offer

Appointments will be set up for the first and third Thursday rides from- 6:15 a.m. to last off
of each month. Available appointment times are 8:30 a.m., rez ride at 5:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. Contact Cecile Hemphill,

Motor Pool Coordinator/Dispatch
Please call Lori Lehman at 360-456-5221 to set up an

appointment. At 360-456-5236
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Nisqually Youth Program

Py February 2026

Hours of Operation Monday-Friday 10:00 AM-7:00 PM

Sunday Manday Tuesday
® 1 2 3
Language and Library Arts and Cralfis
1-GPM 3-3rM

8 L} 10

Seahawks Superbowl Language and Library Arts nlil! Cralts
Tailgate 1-6PM 3-50M .
EIOPM Basketball with Coach

r

Basketball with Coach
Marcus 1-6P°M

J 4 Marcus 1-GPM
| Q 15 16 17
Closed for Arts and Crafts
35N
Presidents Day R

22 23 24
Language and Library
1-6rM

Arts and Crafts
3-3rM
Basketball with Coach
Marcus 1-GP°M

1937 Lashi St. SE, Olympia, WA 98513

Wednesday

4 5

Open Gym
E30-530PM

Thursday

Song and Dance with
Culture 1-7PM

n 12

Lacrosse with JD
FI0-FI0PM

Song and Dance with
Culture 1-7PM

18 19

Pulling Together For
Success Event
S230-T:00M

No Afterschool Serviees

Song and Dance with
Culiure 1-7PM

25 26

Lacrosse with JD
B20-EI0PM

(360) 455-5213

Song and Dance with
Calture 1-7PM

vouthservices@nisqully-nsn.gov

K A TR R S F T I Rer S .7

Friday

6 T
Cultural Crafts with
Kyle 4-7PM
Basketball with Coach
Mareus 1-6PM
13 14
Caltural Crafts with
Kyle 1793
Basketball with Coach
Marcus 1-6PM

0 21
Cultural Crafis with
Kyle 1-7PM
Basketball with Coach
Marcus 1-GPM
28

2_'l;'ultlu-ul Crafts with
Eyle 1-7PM
Basketball with Coach
Marcus 1-6PM

€1686 VM ‘erdwA|Q

Saturday

tdg.
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