
Update on Mt. Rainier Designated Use Area 
 

Mt. Rainier National Park did an emergency bridge inspection on the 

Longmire suspension bridge used to access the Nisqually Designated 

Use Area in 2024. As a result of some discovered issues, a weight limit 

of 3 tons has been placed on the bridge. For example, a Ford F-250 is 

heavier than 3 tons. 

 

This weight restriction is permanent. 

 

If you have a vehicle that exceeds this limit and would like to utilize 

the Designated Use Area for day use or camping, I can assist in 

getting you access through the Skate Creek gate. Please contact me 

at extension 1193 in the Planning Department to do so. A 3-day notice 

would be appreciated. 

 

Smaller vehicles under the weight limit can proceed as normal across 

the bridge to utilize the Designated Use Area.  Please continue to 

follow booking process for overnight camping.   

Heidi Thomas 

Tribal Liaison to Mt. Rainier National Park 

 

 


